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Rabid woodchuck in Port Henry; rabies test pending for fox in Crown Point 

Elizabethtown, NY. Over the weekend, residents reported two separate wildlife incidents to the 
Essex County Health Department (ECHD). The first incident involved a dead gray fox that a 
resident found on their property in Crown Point. The second incident involved a woodchuck 
that charged a person in Moriah (Port Henry) and continued to remain on their property, acting 
strangely. A NYS Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) Officer assisted in locating 
and dispatching the woodchuck. The Officer retrieved both the fox and the woodchuck, and 
ECHD provided instructions for dropping the specimens off to the Ticonderoga Animal Hospital 
for preparation and submission to Wadsworth Laboratory. There were no known human, pet, 
or livestock exposures from either incident.  

Wadsworth Laboratory tested both specimens Tuesday September 19, with the woodchuck 
returning positive yesterday afternoon. The fox specimen requires further analysis due to its 
condition, with results expected later this week. Updated information will be posted on the 
department’s Facebook page and website. 

This is the eleventh case of rabies identified in wildlife in Essex County in 2023. Cases have been 
found in six gray fox, two woodchucks, two raccoons, and one bat, occurring in Ticonderoga, 
Crown Point, Moriah, Schroon Lake, and Elizabethtown. 

“Rabies is endemic in New York State and we expect it to occur occasionally within our wildlife 
populations,” noted Linda Beers, Director of Public Health for ECHD. “Although rabies is almost 
always a fatal illness once signs and symptoms appear, rabies in humans is extremely rare in the 
U.S. thanks to pet vaccinations, effective post-exposure treatment, and the very low likelihood 
of sustaining undetected bites from wild animals,” Beers added.  
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“The rabies virus is transmitted through the saliva of an infected animal a few days before 
death, most commonly via a bite causing broken skin. It is not transmitted through the blood, 
urine or feces of an infected animal, and it dies very quickly when exposed to open air,” stated 
Jessica Darney Buehler, Director of Health Planning and Promotion at ECHD.  

Other rare exposures can occur through scratches, abrasions, open wounds or mucous 
membranes that come in contact with the saliva or brain tissue of a rabid animal.  

“Despite the low risk of contracting rabies, any risk of exposure should be taken seriously and 
there are several ways to take precautions,” stressed Buehler. “Avoid interacting with and 
attracting wild animals to your property; vaccinate your pets against rabies and keep them up 
to date on their vaccinations; address all animal bites and exposures immediately by washing 
wounds thoroughly with soap and water and seeking medical attention; and report bites and 
other exposures to ECHD at 518-873-3500. Additionally, any animal suspected to be infected 
with rabies should be captured and tested, and we recommend reaching out to ECHD for 
further guidance on how do this safely,” Buehler stated. 

Visit essexcountyny.gov/health for more information about rabies and to register for free rabies 
vaccination clinics offered by ECHD. At this time, the October 4 clinic in Schroon Lake is the last 
clinic for 2023. 
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